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 FEDARENE – presentation 

 
FEDARENE was created on 6th June 1990, by 6 regional authorities – Rhône-Alpes, Provence-Alpes-Côte-
d’Azur, Wallonia, País Vasco, Aquitaine and Nord-Pas-de-Calais. Encouraged by different programs of the 
European Commission, these authorities wanted to make the voice of the regions heard in the debate on 
energy and environment policies at the European level. 
 
FEDARENE is now the premier European network of regional and local organizations which facilitate or 

implement sustainable energy policies and measures at the regional and local levels. A non-profit 

organization, the network counts today more than 65 members from 18 EU and EEA countries. These 

members are mostly regions and regional or local energy agencies. These levels of governance offer high 

possibilities for targeted and adapted sustainable energy measures through:  
 

 a greater flexibility than national governments; 

 the responsibility for many policy areas relating to energy: buildings, transport, industry; 

 a more thorough knowledge of the territories covered; 

 the proximity to citizens 

 

OBJECTIVES 
 

 Represent, promote and lobby for the regional dimension in EU energy policy towards the EU 
Institutions; 

 Facilitate the development of inter-regional partnerships and EU projects; 

 Serve as a platform for the exchange of best practices to foster replication. 

 
18 EU and EEA countries currently covered by FEDARENE
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  25th Anniversary of FEDARENE Press release 
 

FEDARENE, the European Federation of Agencies and Regions for Energy and the Environment, is getting 

ready to blow out 25 candles on 16th June from 6 p.m. at the magnificent Palace of the Academies in 

Brussels. 

 

 
 

Within the FEDARENE network, regional level energy and environment agencies, ministries and 

departments have, for twenty-five years, been acting on the ground daily to put European energy and 

climate policy goals into practice. 

This event will be an opportunity to gather our members along with energy and climate stakeholders to 

celebrate the contributions of regional and local players in particular. These contributions are helping to 

reduce Europe’s dependence on foreign energy, ensure Europe’s security of energy supply and prevent 

further impact on our climate. 

The evening will also see the awarding, to one of the four finalists of the trophy of our newly launched 

FEDARENE Roger Léron Award. This annual award, named in memory of our former president, will 

acknowledge outstanding and persistent regional and local contributions to sustainable energy in Europe. 

Who among Andrei Chiliman (Romania), Fred Nordstrom (Sweden), Herbert Stava (Austria) and the 

Tipperary Energy Agency (Ireland) will be awarded? 
 

When? Tuesday 16th June, from 6:00 pm to 10:30 pm 

Where? Palace of the Academies, rue Ducale 1, 1000 Brussels 

 

There will be a members’ poster exhibition, speeches by members of the Award Jury and EU 

representatives, followed by the awarding of the trophy to the winner. The evening will end with a 

celebratory cocktail and walking dinner. 

 

To register, send us an email at fedarene@fedarene.org  

mailto:fedarene@fedarene.org
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  Programme of the 25th anniversary & Roger Léron Award Ceremony 
 

Palace of the Academies, Throne room 

18:00 Registration of the participants 

Finger food & drink 

18:30 25th Anniversary of FEDARENE 

 
Michael GEISSLER, Secretary General of FEDARENE 

FEDARENE – A Quarter of a Century of Successful Networking 

 
Mercedes BRESSO, Member of the European Parliament 

Going local on climate and energy action – the role of the Covenant of Mayors 

 
Michel LEBRUN, Member of the Committee of the Regions 

Multi-Level Governance for a successful transition to sustainable energy 

 
Marie DONNELLY, European Commission, DG ENER - Director  

Energy transition of the European Union – large potential of energy efficiency, the way to go  

 
Beatriz YORDI AGUIRRE, European Commission, DG CLIMA – Head of Adaptation Unit 

Contribution of local and regional stakeholders to climate adaptation 

 

Mathieu FICHTER, European Commission, DG REGIO – Member of Cabinet 

Regional and local stakeholders central to the shift to a resource-efficient and low-carbon 

economy 

 
Julije DOMAC, President of FEDARENE 

Role of regions and energy agencies in ensuring secure energy supply and climate action 

 
Short film – 25 years of FEDARENE 

19:50 Roger Léron Award Ceremony 

 
Christian LABIE, Deputy Secretary General of FEDARENE 

A word on Roger Léron 

 
Catrin MABY, Former Vice-President of FEDARENE  

Presentation of the Award and the 4 nominees 

 
Members of the Jury 
Announcement of the results and handing of the trophy to the winner 

Palace of the Academies, Marble room 

20:30-22:00 Cocktail and walking dinner 
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 Presentation of the speakers 
 

 

Michael GEISSLER 
 
Secretary General of FEDARENE 
CEO of the Berliner Energieagentur [Germany] 

Michael Geissler has been the sole managing director of the Berlin Energy Agency since 1997. After his studies in Process and 
Environmental Engineering and a further degree in Industrial Economics, Michael joined the Berlin Energy Agency as an associate 
director in 1994, building up the technology and project department. He is in particular the honorary secretary general of 
FEDARENE and also a chairman of the Association of Energy Agencies in Germany.  

 

 

Mercedes BRESSO 
 
Member of the European Parliament (2014-2019) 
Former President of the Committee of the Regions 
Former President of the Piedmont Region [Italy] 

Mercedes Bresso is an Italian politician member of the Democratic Party. She has been a University professor of economic 
institutions at the Politecnico di Torino. She is the first woman to serve as President of the Piedmont region. In February 2010, she 
was elected also the first female President of the Committee of the Regions until July 2012 where she took over as First Vice-
President of the institution. 

 

 

Michel LEBRUN 
 
Former President of the Committee of the Regions 
Local councillor in Viroinval [Belgium] 
 

Michel Lebrun's parliamentary career began in 1987 when he was elected to the Chamber of Representatives in the Belgian Federal 
Parliament. Since 1995 he has been member of the Walloon Parliament, of which he has been vice-president since 1998. From 1992 
to 1999 he was Minister of Higher Education, Research and International Relations in the French Community, before serving as 
Minister for Planning, Infrastructure, Transport and Telecommunications in the Walloon Government. Michel Lebrun is also very 
active at the European level; he has been a member of the Committee of the Regions since its creation in 1994. 

 

 

Marie DONNELLY 
 
European Commission,  Directorate-General for Energy – Director [European Union] 

Marie Donnelly is Director of New and Renewable Sources of Energy, Energy Efficiency and Innovation in the European 
Commission's DG Energy. She previously served as Director of Resources and Communication in DG Employment and Social Affairs 
and as Head of Unit for European Social Fund Policy and for Equality Between Men and Women. Before joining the Commission, she 
held the position of Industry Group Director with the Federation of Irish Chemical Industries in Ireland. 
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Beatriz YORDI AGUIRRE,  
 
European Commission, Directorate-General  Climate Action – Head of Adaptation Unit [European Union] 

With a physicist background, Beatriz Yordi Aguirre joined the European Commission in 1994 working in energy policy making. 
Designing and implementing Community legislation at the Directorate General for Energy and Transport, with the EU’s priorities in 
the areas of energy efficiency and renewable energies, she was also one of the main actors of the European Directive on Biofuels for 
transport and the Communication "Renewable Energy Road map, Renewable Energies in the 21 century, Building a More 
Sustainable Future" where the 20% European renewable energy objective was proposed. 

 

 

Mathieu FICHTER 
 
European Commission, Directorate-General for Regional and Urban Policy [European Union] 
Member of Cabinet of the REGIO Commissioner Corina Creţu  
 

Since 2008, Mathieu Fichter has worked at the European Commission, Directorate General for Regional Policy, first as a policy 
analyst in the field of environment and sustainable development then as a Team Leader on sustainable growth. Now he is a 
Member of Cabinet of the Commissioner dealing in particular with Energy, Climate Action and Environment. He holds a Master of 
Science in Environmental Management and a Master of Science in Economics & Sociology. 

 

 

Julije DOMAC 
 
President of FEDARENE 
Managing Director, REGEA – North West Croatia Energy Agency [Croatia] 

Dr Julije Domac is a recognized international expert with 18 years of experience in field of sustainable energy. He works as 
Managing Director of the North-West Croatia Energy Agency and in the past he acted as the national biomass programme 
coordinator in Croatia, project leader for UNIDO, lead expert for the World Bank, project director for FAO, expert evaluator for the 
European Commission (IEE and 6th Framework) and Task Manager for the International Energy Agency (IEA). Julije is President of 
FEDARENE since 2013. 

 

 

Christian LABIE,  
 
Deputy Secretary General of FEDARENE 
Director of Rhônalpénergie-Environnement [France] 

Director of “Rhônalpénergie-Environnement” (RAEE) for more 20 years, Christian Labie is originally a Civil Engineer of Mines and 
graduated of the Business Institute of Management in Lyon. Still in RAEE, he used to be in particular responsible for energy 
conservation and energy management, and in charge of the Energy rational use program in the high-schools of Rhône-Alpes. 

 

 

Catrin MABY 
 
Researcher at Cardiff University and Independent Consultant 
Former Chief Executive of SWEA – Severn Wye Energy Agency [United Kingdom] 

Chief Executive of the Severn Wye Energy Agency from 1999 to 2015, Catrin Maby has worked in the field of sustainable energy 
since 1984. Catrin was one of four international consultants selected by the European Commission to research the work of 
European energy agencies in 2004, and has led EU projects on energy advice and retrofit of social housing. She was awarded an OBE 
in the UK New Year honours 2012 for services to the environment and social equity. She is currently Researcher at Cardiff 
University, and independent Consultant. 
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 Roger Léron Award 

 

 

 

Purpose: acknowledge persistency and a proactive approach, bringing a successful contribution to 

sustainable energy at the regional and/or local level in Europe. 

 

The Roger Léron Award celebrates outstanding contributions to the development of sustainable energy at 

the EU, regional and local levels. The aim is to acknowledge persistency, positive attitude, a proactive 

approach and successful implementation of various projects within a very wide field of sustainable energy 

on a local and/or regional level in Europe.  

Indeed, we believe that the regional and local levels of governance play a central role in energy and climate 

issues, through their responsibility for many policy areas (energy, transport, housing…), their proximity to 

citizens, their thorough knowledge of the territory, and their greater flexibility than national governments. 

Regional and local players’ contributions are notably helping reduce Europe’s dependence on foreign 

energy, ensure Europe’s security of energy supply and prevent further impact on our climate. 

The Award is named in memory of Roger Léron, a pioneer of regional energy development in Europe and 

one of the FEDARENE founders who also served as its President for over a decade (1995-2007). Deeply 

rooted in local and regional development, he had a far-reaching vision for greater European sustainability. 

The Roger Léron Award will be awarded every year to an individual or organisation for outstanding merit in 

our field of activities. 
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Composition of the Jury 

 

 

 Mercedes BRESSO 
 
Member of the European Parliament (2014-2019) 
Former President of the Committee of the Regions 
Former President of the Piedmont Region [Italy] 

 

Julije DOMAC 
 
President of FEDARENE 
Managing Director, REGEA – North West Croatia Energy Agency [Croatia] 

 
Christiane EGGER 
 
FEDARENE Vice-President for Renewable Energy 
Deputy Manager, O.O. Energiesparverband, [Austria] 

 
Michael GEISSLER 
 
Secretary General of FEDARENE 
CEO of the Berliner Energieagentur [Germany] 

 
Michel LEBRUN 
 
Former President of the Committee of the Regions 
Local councillor in Viroinval [Belgium] 

 
Catrin MABY 
 
Researcher at Cardiff University and Independent Consultant 
Former Chief Executive of SWEA – Severn Wye Energy Agency [United Kingdom] 

 Ole MILAN 
 
Consultant 
Former Chief International Officer at Brunata A/S, a cleantech company specialised in 
metering and billing systems for buildings [Denmark] 

 
Serge NOCODIE 
 
Vice-President for Climate Action of FEDARENE 
Rhônalpénergie-Environnement [France] 
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The finalists 

For the first edition, FEDARENE received many applications from across Europe (Austria, Croatia, Cyprus, 

France, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Poland, Romania, Slovenia, Spain and Sweden). 

Choosing amongst the candidates was not an easy task. Initially, the Jury was supposed to select three 

nominees. But finally there is a 4th in a tie. The successful ones, listed in alphabetical order, are: 

 

 

Andrei Chiliman (Romania) 
 
Andrei Chiliman has been the Mayor of Bucharest District 1 since 2004. He 
initiated one of the largest energy efficiency projects in Europe in order to 
transform District 1 into “the first energy efficient community in Romania”. 
 
More than 350 million Euros were invested in the renovation of schools, hospitals 
and public buildings. Andrei Chiliman won his third term as mayor, succeeding in 
making energy efficiency policies popular. 

 

 
Fred Nordstrom (Sweden) 
 
Fred Nordstrom is a pioneer in his country with a long-standing experience and 
knowledge in the field of sustainable energy at the local and regional levels. 
 
He is the founder of the renowned Regional Energy Agency of Norrbotten (NENET) 
which today has offices in 3 municipalities representing almost 38 % of the land 
area in Sweden. 

 

 
Herbert Stava (Austria)  

 
Starting in 1985 as city councillor for environment in his hometown, Mr. Stava has 
been continuously engaged in energy efficiency, renewable energy, and 
sustainability for 30 years now. 
 
He founded Energiepark Bruck/Leitha, an innovation and development centre 
(NGO), to transition his hometown towards a 100% renewable energy city and in a 
second step to develop the whole region which is today 100% energy independent. 

 
 
 

 
Tipperary Energy Agency (Ireland)  
 
The Tipperary Energy Agency (TEA) is an exemplary local energy agency which has 
over the last 18 years achieved a significant reduction in public sector energy use. 
 
TEA has worked on all sustainable energy technical topics, has participated in many 
projects and has managed to boost the economy and create more than 400 jobs 

over the last 5 years. 
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Practical information - Where is the “Palace of the Academies”? 

 

 

     
 

 

 

Palace of the Academies, rue Ducale 1, 1000 Brussels 
Metro line 2 or line 6; stop "Trône"; exit "Luxembourg" 
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Contact FEDARENE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For further information, do not hesitate to contact us 

Ian Gorog  
FEDARENE Secretariat Office 
210 Avenue Louise, B – 1050 Brussels, Belgium 

 
Tel.: +32 (0)2 646 82 10 / +32 (0)4 76 322 233 

 
www.fedarene.org 

 

  

 

 

 

We hope to have the pleasure of counting you amongst us 

To register, please send us an email at fedarene@fedarene.org 

Summary table of the event: 
18:30 25th Anniversary of FEDARENE 

19:50 Roger Léron Award Ceremony 

http://www.fedarene.org/
mailto:fedarene@fedarene.org

